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•• The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 September 2005 . 
2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-8,10-40 and 42 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 25-40 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-8,1 0-24.42 is/are rejected. 
/)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: 3)0 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C, § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)\J None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 


Attachment(s) 

1) n Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) CH Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . . 6) □ Other: . 

U.S. Patent and Trademar1< Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20051 007 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the Final Office Action for application number 10/787,271 part for 
Supporting an Item of Equipment, Comprising Support Ribs and Method of Molding the 
Part, filed on 2/26/04. Claims 1-8, 10-40 and 42 are pending. Claims 25-40 are 
withdrawn. This Final Office Action is in response to applicant's reply dated 9/12/05. 
The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a .prior Office action. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated any new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "ribs having the 
shape of a helix" must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new 
matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure Is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
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consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled In the top margin as either. "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 1 21 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification siiail conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-24 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject nratter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 7 and 8 recite that "the ribs have the shape of a helix" and it is unclear 
how the ribs can be shaped as a helix. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 1-8, 10, 12-24 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by United States Patent No. 5833385 to Carnahan et al. 

The patent to Carnahan et al. discloses a support for holding an item of 
equipment having a casing (30) of molded plastic (See Col. 9 lines 35 and 36 for 
material) having a peripheral wall (102) defining a housing of a given axis on which 
support continuous ribs (104) having a constant or increasing rectangular cross-section, 
the ribs which are provided on the inside of the casing (30) and inclined with respect to 
the reception housing. Carnahan et al. teaches that the ribs are between 4 and 12 and 
each have a salient edge able to make contact with a desired item of equipment and 
wherein the ribs are grouping in pairs having opposite inclinations (See Fig. 8) and have 
a shape of a straight line segment connecting two points situated on a helix, wherein the 
shape of the rib corresponds to the shape of a salient edge of the rib. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a wtiole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over United 
States Patent No. 5833385 to Carnahan et al. 

Carnahan et al. discloses applicant's basic inventive concept, all the elements 
which are shown above with the exception that it does not show the specific dimensions 
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of the angle of inclination of the helix is between 1 to 15 degrees. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have made the helix of any dimension, in 
order to support the device in the manner desired, the dimension being a design choice 
which would be obvious to optimize. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made from the teachings of 
Carnahan et al. to have optimized the dimensions of the device including from 1 to 15 
degrees. 

Response to Arguments 

The applicant has argued that the rejection under 35 USC 1 12 for the description 
of the "ribs being the shape of a helix" is improper because Figure 4 shows such a 
configuration. This is unpersuasive in that Figure 4 clearly shows a parabolic curve 
drawn on an axis that does even appear to contain ribs and it is unclear how the ribs 
can be in the shape of a helix. The rejection has not been withdrawn. 

In response to applicant's arguments, the recitation ** that device is not capable 
of supporting an item of equipment has not been given patentable weight because the 
recitation occurs in the preamble. A preamble is generally not accorded any patentable 
weight where it merely recites the purpose of a process or the intended use of a 
structure, and where the body of the claim does not depend on the preamble for 
completeness but, instead, the process steps or structural limitations are able to stand 
alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v, Robie, 
187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). 
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In response to applicant's argument that device is not capable the salient edges 
being able to contact an item of equipment, the recitation of the intended use of the 
claimed invention must result in a structural difference between the claimed Invention 
and the prior art in order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior 
art. If the prior art structure is capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the 
claim. 


Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded 
of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. Any inquiry concerning this 
communication should be directed to Amy J. Steriing at telephone number 571-272- 
6823. The examiner can normally be reached (M-F 8 a.m.-5:00 p.m.). If attempts to 
reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Robert Olszewski can 
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be reached at 571-272-6788, The fax machine number for the Technology center is 
7571-273-8300 (formal amendments) or 571-273-6823 (informal amendments and 
communications). Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application should be directed to the Technology Center receptionist at 571-272-3600. 



Amy J. Sterling 
10/7/05 



